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APPENDIX M – Connections to the Common Core State Standards for Literacy in Science 
and Technical Subjects1 

  
 
Literacy skills are critical to building knowledge in science. To ensure the CCSS literacy standards work 
in tandem with the specific content demands outlined in the NGSS, the NGSS development team worked 
with the CCSS writing team to identify key literacy connections to the specific content demands outlined 
in the NGSS. As the CCSS affirms, reading in science requires an appreciation of the norms and 
conventions of the discipline of science, including understanding the nature of evidence used, an attention 
to precision and detail, and the capacity to make and assess intricate arguments, synthesize complex 
information, and follow detailed procedures and accounts of events and concepts. Students also need to be 
able to gain knowledge from elaborate diagrams and data that convey information and illustrate scientific 
concepts. Likewise, writing and presenting information orally are key means for students to assert and 
defend claims in science, demonstrate what they know about a concept, and convey what they have 
experienced, imagined, thought, and learned.  
 
Every effort has been made to ensure consistency between the CCSS and the NGSS. As is the case with 
the mathematics standards, NGSS should always be interpreted and implemented in such a way that they 
do not outpace or misalign to the grade-by-grade standards in the CCSS for literacy (this includes the 
development of NGSS-aligned instructional materials and assessments). Below are the NGSS Science and 
Engineering Practices and the corresponding CCSS Literacy Anchor Standards and portions of the 
Standards for Science and Technical Subjects. 

Connections to the English/language arts (ELA) CCSS are included across all disciplines and grade bands in the 
final version of the NGSS.  However, Appendix M focuses on connections to the Standards for Literacy in Science 
and Technical Subjects, which only cover grades 6–12.  Therefore this appendix likewise only lists connections for 
grades 6–12.  The K–12 ELA connections that are currently listed in the NGSS connection boxes will also be added 
to this appendix in the near future.  See the Common Core State Standards website for more information about the 
Literacy standards: http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy.  

 

                                                      
1
 Many thanks to the contributions of Susan Pimentel in the development of this document.. 
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